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December 2018 

NORKAM SENIOR SECONDARY 
730 12th St, Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1  (250)376-1272 nkss.sd73.bc.ca 

Principal:  Mr. Jonathan Brady          Vice Principals: Mrs. Tonya Perry, Mr. Derek Wales        Administrative Assistant: Ms. Corina Waage 
Counsellors:  Mrs. Erin Theunissen, Mrs. Emily Rouleau  Secretaries:  Ms. Linda Fowles, Mrs. Rosie Kirschner,  

Mrs. Jane Viventi, Mrs. Deb Collins (Counselling)   PAC Chairperson: Mrs. Brenda Sawada 
  

 
Important dates to note:       

 
SAFE GRAD INFORMATION 
Parents interested in accessing information regarding the 
2019 safe grad activities can visit their Facebook page at 
NorKam Class of 2019 Dry Grad. 
 

 
 
NORKAM GRAD 
Grad photo sign up sheets are now in the office.  Students 
can sign up for an appointment to have their grad photos 
taken – the photographer will be here from January 16 to 21, 
2019 and again for re-takes on February 13 and 14, 2019.   All 
graduating students must be photographed for inclusion in 
the yearbook and grad composite.  There is a $25 sitting fee 
for students wanting to order a photo package – no sitting fee 
necessary for students who only require photos for the 
yearbook and grad composite. 
 
Graduation commencements will be on June 11, 2019 at 
MacArthur Island Sports Centre.  Please be aware that all 
school fees must be paid prior to attending commencement. 
 

 
 
WISE BLOCK 
At NorKam, we recognize that it is often difficult to meet the 
needs of all of our students.  The focus of our collaboration 
time for the last several years has concentrated on how we 
can better meet the diverse learning needs of our students.  
Each department has approached this goal in different ways.  
As a school we have decided that we can make changes to 
our timetable to assist us in reaching this goal.  As a result, we 
are continuing to have WISE Block on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.  During this block students who require extra 
instruction or who have fallen behind on their work will be 
provided with the time and the adult support required.  
Additionally, we will be offering students an opportunity to 
choose from a number of activities to support and expand 
upon what they are doing in the classroom.  Students may 
choose such things as homework help, tutorials, clubs, 
enrichment activities, study skill workshops, service projects, 
healthy activities and other opportunities.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dec 19 Christmas Luncheon 
Dec 24-Jan 4 Winter Break 
Jan 7 PAC Meeting 6:00 pm 
Jan 16-21 Grad Photos 
Jan 21 Numeracy Assessment Week 
Jan 23 Project Completion 
Jan 24 English 12 Exam 
Jan 25 Communications 12 Exam 
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NORKAM ATHLETICS 
Kamloops Junior Bonspiel 2018 
NorKam curlers competed on December 8th and 9th at the 
Kamloops Junior Open Bonspiel, hosted by the Kamloops 
Curling Club.  This bonspiel had teams from the juvenile and 
junior leagues as well as teams from Okanagan high schools.  
Thank you to Melanie Kopytko who put on a great event for 
over 60 curlers.  NorKam curlers entered two teams into the 
novice division tournament: 
 
Team 1 – Scott Brady (skip), Harjot Singh, Waylen Zhou, Scott 
Robertson and Nicky Faessler (Brock) 
 
Team 2 – Rachel Johnson (skip), Kate Hancock, Sara Priestley 
and Mackenzie Hamar 
 
Both teams had great performances and beat club teams.  
The boys team went 2-3 with a couple of great wins against 
club teams and the girls team went 4-1 against some strong 
competition, with everyone having fun.  Congratulations on a 
successful tournament curlers.  Big thanks to our coaches 
Gordie Marr and Nicky Hancock who helped our teams at the 
bonspiel.  Thanks also to coach Steve Johnson who was pulled 
away by work but prepared our curlers well. 
 
Mr. Hafeli, Curling Sponsor Teacher 
 

 
 
FROM THE COUNSELLING OFFICE 
Grad Transitions 
Grad Transitions need to be turned in to the Counselling 
Office as soon as possible. 
Also, please report any TRU Start courses to your counsellor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VOW OF SILENCE 
On November 20th several NorKam students took a vow of 
silence and did not speak for the day in support of those 
people who cannot speak for themselves. 
 

 
Kiana Maloney, Dakita Ridge, Kara Branchflower, Andy 
Pinette, Serena Foster, Matthew Ciardullo 
 
 
CHRISTMAS PARADE 
NorKam Saints Club members participated in the Kamloops 
Santa Clause Parade – a great time was had by all! 
 
 

 
Saints Club Float 
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Saints Club 
 

 
Kiara Maloney, Thea Flundra 
 
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
Seasons Greetings from the NorKam Library 
Please remember to return or renew your library books 
before they go missing.  Fiction novels go out for three weeks 
and non-fiction books go out for two weeks.  This will mean 
books can circulate and be available to all students to use and 
enjoy.  Locker cleanout is December 17th.  Avoid the rush and 
drop off textbooks in the library. 
 
The library will be closed December 20th at lunch for a special 
event. 
 
Kindles for avid readers 
Don’t forget, if you have no overdues, you might be able to 
sign out one of our Kindle eReaders.  Some have over 130 

titles on them.  Come and speak to Mr. Hafeli or Mrs. Renner 
for details. 
 
Special fiction or non-fiction request forms can still be filled 
out by students – look for them beside the circulation desk.  
Check out our new fiction books and graphic novels – lots of 
Manga. 
 
Don’t forget Mr. Hafeli will proofread your works cited page 
any time.  My proofreading is 100% guaranteed so why not 
take a few minutes to let me give it a once-over? 
 
Have a safe and happy holiday season from Mr. Hafeli, Mrs. 
Renner and Mr. Regnier. 
 

 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
NorKam’s public health nurse is Tara Nadalin.  She can be 
reached at 250-851-7331.  Please call Tara if you have any 
health related questions.   
 

 
 
BOARD NOTES 

 
 

FROM THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD 

November 5, 2018 
 

Elected by acclamation by fellow trustees, Kathleen Karpuk is 
the new Chair of the Kamloops-Thompson Board of 
Education.  A Kamloops resident for more than 25 years, she 
has served as a trustee since 2008 (re-elected in 2011 and 
2014).  She and her husband have three children enrolled in 
Kamloops schools.  
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Rhonda Kershaw, the trustee representing Barriere-Little 
Fort, was acclaimed as Vice Chair at the inaugural meeting for 
the 2018-2022 Board of Education on November 5, 2018.  
 
“School District 73 has seen excellent governance over the 
years and it is with great confidence that the staff and 
students of our District look to you to continue that strong 
tradition,” said Alison Sidow, Superintendent of Schools, as 
she welcomed the new trustees.  
 
“On behalf of all employees, congratulations to each of you.  
As we move forward together over the next four years, I look 
forward to working with you all to achieve our collective 
vision.” 
 
 
Trustees also selected representatives to sit on the two 
provincial associations.   
 
Trustee Shelley Sim was acclaimed as representative for the 
BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA), while Rhonda 
Kershaw was unanimously elected as representative for BC 
Public School Employers Association (BCPSEA). 
 
The five trustees elected by majority vote in Area 1 - 
Kamloops were: 
 

1. Heather Grieve 
2. Kathleen Karpuk 
3. John O’Fee  
4. Joseph Small 
5. Meghan Wade 

 
The four rural trustees elected were: 
 

1. Shelley Sim was elected by acclamation for Area 2 - 
North Thompson 

2. Rhonda Kershaw was elected by acclamation for 
Area 3 - Barriere-Little Fort  

3. Diane Jules was elected by majority vote in Area 4 - 
Chase 

4. Cara McKelvey was elected by acclamation for Area 
5 - Logan Lake 

 

 
 
 

 

The staff of NorKam 

Senior Secondary wish 

everyone a happy 

holiday and the best for 

2019! 
 

 
 


