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February 2021 

NORKAM SENIOR SECONDARY 
730 12th St, Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1  (250)376-1272 nkss.sd73.bc.ca 

Principal:  Mr. Jonathan Brady          Vice Principals: Mrs. Tonya Perry, Mrs. Nikki Stewart 
Counsellors:  Mrs. Erin Theunissen, Mrs. Emily Rouleau  Secretaries:  Ms. Linda Fowles, Mrs. Rosie Kirschner,  

Mrs. Jane Viventi, Mrs. Deb Collins (Counselling) 
  

 
Important dates to note:       

 
NorKam Secondary School Bell Schedule  2020-2021 

8:30 Warning Bell 

8:35 – 11:20 Block 1 

11:20 – 12:14 LUNCH 

12:14 – 3:00  Block 2 

 
WISE Block Bell Schedule – every Wednesday 

8:30 Warning Bell 

8:35 – 11:05 Block 1 

11:05 – 11:35 WISE Block 

11:35 – 12:29 LUNCH 

12:29 – 3:00  Block 2 

 
 

 
MESSAGE FROM NORKAM PARENTS ADVISORY COUNSEL 
NorKam PAC would like to invite all parents to attend the 
next meeting via Zoom to be held on March 1, 2021 at 
6:00pm.  In order for PAC funds to be allocated to the school 
and provide needed items and events for students, a quorum 
of five members must be in attendance at each meeting.  
Please use the link below to join the next PAC meeting and 
help the students of NorKam to have a successful year. 
 
https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/65932482810?pwd=UVVFdWF4T
FJUTEM0MVhZN3VHWE44UT09 
 

 
 
 

 
POPCORN DAY FUNDRAISER 
Every Thursday for the month of January, the halls were alive 
with the smell of popcorn.  Mark Kato, his three CEA`s and all 
the students in room 106 raised $647.00 for “A Way Home,” 
a non-profit organization aiding homeless youth in Kamloops.  
Thank you for supporting our popcorn sales. 
  
The following article was published in the February 3rd 
Kamloops This Week edition: 
 

 
NorKam youth helping youth find A Way Home 
The special education class at NorKam Secondary has 
donated $647 to the local charity A Way Home Kamloops.  
The class holds a weekly popcorn sale as a fundraiser for class 
supplies, technology and field trips.  The students decided to 
donate their proceeds for the month of January to the charity 
that helps homeless youth in Kamloops.  NorKam Secondary 
stepped it up with their popcorn purchases and extra 
donations.  Pictured from left to right are Mirjam Jules, Dillon 
Kempthorne, Larisa Johnson, Darien Mavety, Nick 
Whittington and Iain Howell. 

 
 
FROM THE NORKAM LIBRARY 
Big Changes in the Library 
Mrs. Renner has decided to retire.  We wish her 
congratulations and all of the best luck in her well-earned 
retirement, we will miss her!  We also want to thank Mrs. 
Evans, who was covering Mrs. Renner’s position for the past 
four months, she did an amazing job.  Finally, we are putting 
out a huge NorKam welcome to Mrs. Kelly Mechem, who will 
be taking over the Library Assistant position at NorKam.  Mrs. 

Feb 15 Family Day – school closed 
Feb 16-17 Grad Photo Re-Takes 
Feb 18 Report Cards 
March 1 PAC Meeting via Zoom 6:00pm 
March 9 Parent Teacher Interviews via Zoom 
March 15-19 Spring Break 

https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/65932482810?pwd=UVVFdWF4TFJUTEM0MVhZN3VHWE44UT09
https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/65932482810?pwd=UVVFdWF4TFJUTEM0MVhZN3VHWE44UT09


 2 

Mechem has been a CEA in SD73 for many years, most 
recently at Sa-Hali Secondary.  Please swing by the library to 
say hello and welcome. 
 
All of your Quarter Two course textbooks are overdue – 
please return them to the library.  Thank you. 
 
Black History Month 
February is Black History Month.  During Black History Month, 
people in Canada celebrate the many achievements and 
contributions of black Canadians and their communities who, 
throughout history, have done so much to make Canada the 
culturally diverse, compassionate and prosperous nation it is 
today.  Black History Month is about honoring the enormous 
contributions that black people have made, and continue to 
make, in all sectors of society.  If you would like to see more 
of our resources to support this important theme, please 
check out our display at the main entrance or speak to Mr. 
Hafeli.  We have a whole bunch of great new novels that 
feature black characters, communities and issues as well – 
please come take a look. 
 
Read Canadian 
Read Canadian is a campaign promoted by SD73 and the 
NorKam LLC has created a display located at the main 
entrance featuring Canadian fiction and non-fiction book.  If 
you are interested in reading materials written by Canadian 
authors, please speak to Mr. Hafeli or Mrs. Mechem and we 
will be happy to oblige.  We have many dozens of books 
written by Canadian authors and even local writers – check 
them out. 
 

 
 
Freedom to Read Week in Canada February 21st to 27th 
Have your read any Harry Potter?  To Kill a Mockingbird? The 
Perks of Being a Wallflower? Handmaid’s Tale? The Bible?  
You may not realize this, but all of these works have been 
banned at some point in one or more jurisdictions of North 
America.  The NorKam Learning Commons staff feel strongly 
that our student deserve to be exposed to the broadest range 
of age-appropriate reading materials possible.  We also 

strongly support the right of students to read a broad range 
of texts that express a variety of perspectives.  As such, our 
staff strongly supports the principles behind Freedom to Read 
Week and, throughout February and March,  facilitating 
students’ exposure to books that have been banned in other 
jurisdictions.  We invite the community to come and see what 
we have to offer. 
 
Have a great start to Quarter Three! 
Mr. Hafeli, Mrs. Mechem and Mr. Regnier 
 
 

 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
School and District scholarship applications will be available 
in April.  Students who are interested in applying for awards 
can begin to prepare for the application process by collecting 
reference letters and writing a letter of introduction.  
Students can also add their email contact to the scholarship 
email list by contacting Ms. Reinke – greinke@exc.sd73.bc.ca. 
 
 

 
 

TRADES AND TRANSITIONS 
Registrations 
February is application deadline month for Trades and 
Transitions programs.  Please see Mrs. Monkman in 
counselling for more information or help with your 
application - call 250-376-1272; smonkman@sd73.bc.ca. 
 
Applications due February 20, 2021: 

- Digital Art and Technology Academy 
- Youth Train in Trades 
- TRU Start Programs 

mailto:greinke@exc.sd73.bc.ca
mailto:smonkman@sd73.bc.ca
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Applications due February 21, 2021 

- Trades Samplers 
 
Applications due March 5, 2021 

- Hairdressing 
 
Congratulations to the 2020 Cohort of Hairstylists and 
Welcome to the 2021 Cohort! 
The graduating stylists completed their Presentations of 
Learning on February 2nd.  Like everything else, it looked a bit 
different this year.  Students broke into small groups and 
presented via Zoom.  Although the format was different, 
there was one thing that remained the same: our students 
told powerful stories of growth, change and overcoming 
challenges.  Well done to the 2020 La Bellas! 
 

 
Hannah Satzke 
 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
Why are we doing Career Development? 
We are currently in the fourth Industrial Revolution, driven by 
accelerating advances in technology, and this impacts the 
future of careers.  The transitions from education into career 
pathways  are becoming increasingly complex, and our 
students and children are preparing to enter a world of work 
that is nothing like the one we parents and teachers entered 
into. 
 
The highlights of the Career Development program at 
NorKam are the Capstone presentations, and Quarter Two 
students haven’t disappointed us with their successes.  
Students in Mr. Mahil’s class studied anything from specific 
careers, to mental health, to custom bike painting, to video 
production and so much more. 
 
Kiona Thompson did a Cultural Coordinator demonstration 
lesson where she taught her classmates to make medicine 
pouches and dream catchers, while teaching the significance 
of these items to the Shuswap people as well as their 
importance to her. 

 
 

 
Tiegane Petryshen, Colton Smith and Zoee Repar 
 

 
Merek De Witte and his custom marble painted bike frame 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
NorKam’s public health nurse is Melissa O’Neill.  She can be 
reached at 250-851-7300.  Please call Melissa if you have any 
health related questions.  If you have questions with regard 
to your student and COVID-19, please call the 811 
information line. 
 

 
 


