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June 2021 

NORKAM SENIOR SECONDARY 
730 12th St, Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1  (250)376-1272 nkss.sd73.bc.ca 

Principal:  Mr. Jonathan Brady          Vice Principals: Mrs. Tonya Perry, Mrs. Nikki Stewart 
Counsellors:  Mrs. Erin Theunissen, Mrs. Emily Rouleau  Secretaries:  Ms. Linda Fowles, Mrs. Rosie Kirschner,  

Mrs. Jane Viventi, Mrs. Deb Collins (Counselling) 
  

 
Important dates to note:       

 
NorKam Secondary School Bell Schedule  2020-2021 

8:30 Warning Bell 

8:35 – 11:20 Block 1 

11:20 – 12:14 LUNCH 

12:14 – 3:00  Block 2 

WISE Block Bell Schedule – every Wednesday 

8:30 Warning Bell 

8:35 – 11:05 Block 1 

11:05 – 11:35 WISE Block 

11:35 – 12:29 LUNCH 

12:29 – 3:00  Block 2 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Congratulations NorKam Senior Secondary! 
 
I am so proud of you as a student body and staff.  You have 
demonstrated the attributes of a NorKam student – you have 
adapted, demonstrated citizenship and achieved at 
outstanding levels. 
 
Although many of the enjoyable elements of school were 
suspended this school year, you were able to participate in 
some activities and achievements.  Forty-seven percent of 
you were on the honour rolls.  We hosted the 8th annual 
Christmas dinner.  More than 600 letters were written to 
students in our elementary feeder schools, responding to 
their requests to Santa Claus. 
 
Many of you will remember this year forever.  You will relay 
this year on to your children and talk about 2021.  My hope is 
that when you reflect on the year we have just come through, 
you talk about the good things that occurred: your family 
spending time together, hanging out with friends and the 
entire world becoming a simpler place, that moved at a 
slower pace. 
 
Best of luck to our graduates of 2021!  It has been a pleasure 
to have you in our school for the past three years.  Enjoy the 
summer.  Rest, relax and see you in September. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jonathan Brady, Principal 

 

 
Physical Distancing at NorKam! 
 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
Recognition Ceremony 
On June 17th at 1:00 pm, an awards ceremony will be held at 
the school to recognize the achievements of NorKam 
students.  Friends and family will be able to watch the 
ceremony via Zoom.  Use the following link to join the Zoom: 
 
https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/65947006163?pwd=aldvMUJTTD
BsWVRWdWJaNmhaRTRrUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 659 4700 6163 
Passcode: 121622 
 
Chatter High Challenge 
Congratulations to grade  10 student, Noah Belbin.  He was a 
winner in Chatter High’s Spring Most Informed High School 
Challenge. Noah is the proud owner of some great new tools 
from Dewalt.  I’m sure these will serve him well as he pursues 
his career in engineering. 

 
 
 

June 15 Capstone Presentations  
June 29 Project Completion Day 
July 1 Canada Day 
July 5 – 9 Grad Commencements 
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TRU Chemistry Contest 
Well done to the participants of this year’s TRU Chemistry 
Challenge.  A total of 198 Chemistry 11 and 110 Chemistry 12 
students participated in this online contest from 16 schools 
across BC.  All of the participants represented NorKam 
admirably.  The following students received recognition: 
 
Shreya Sharma – IB Chemistry 11 Second Place overall, SD73 
First Place, Top in School for IB Chemistry 11. 
Hailey Defieux – IB Chemistry 11 SD73 Second Place 
Emily Begg – IB Chemistry 11 SD73 Third Place 
Meredith Franks – Top in School for Chemistry 11 
Paige Grice – Top in School for Chemistry 12 
 

 
 
FROM THE COUNSELLING OFFICE 
Grade 12 Students  
Dogwood certificates will be forwarded this September.  
Please ensure the counselling office has your current address 
so that you will receive your certificate in a timely manner. 
 
Student Schedules 
2021/2022 schedules will be posted on MyEdBC and hard 
copies distributed to students on June 25th. 
 
 

 
Hector Richard Guerrero and Thomas Yarama find a friend 
during PE at MacArthur Island. 
 
 
FROM THE NORKAM LIBRARY 
Thank You NorKam 
The library learning commons staff would like to send out a 
special thank you to NorKam students for their efforts to  
help us keep the library safe and clean.  Students have been 
truly amazing with sanitizing Chromebooks and workstations 
and exhibiting patience with mask wearing and keeping food 
and drink out of the space – their respect for us and fellow 
students is so appreciated.  We are not surprised as NorKam 
students are always awesome, but we are very grateful to 
you all.  It is because of your efforts that the library has been 
able to stay open this year.  Thanks so much from all of us – 
hopefully things will be back to normal next year. 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Hafeli, Mrs. Mechem and Mr. Regnier 
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Library Book Returns 
- Final library book due date is June 14th. 
- All overdues will be changed to “lost” this week and 

fines for these resources will be imposed.  Help us 
out by returning all books as soon as possible please. 

- Please remember, replacements books must be 
purchased for missing or lost books before new 
books can be bought next year. 

- If you would like to continue seeing popular new 
novels, resources and technology in the library, 
please get them back in to us in acceptable 
condition. 
 

Textbook Returns 
- Bring textbooks back to the library, not to your 

teachers, unless otherwise directed.  Remember that 
you, not your teachers, are responsible for making 
sure your textbooks are returned to the library. 

- The final due date for textbooks is Friday, June 18th. 
Grade 11 IB students – remember that all of your first year 
textbooks and graphing calculators must be brought into the 
library for renewal. 
 
 
Project Completion Day – June 29th 
The library will be open from 8:15am to 3:15pm and is 
designated for project/assignment completion or research 
only. 
 
Teen Reading Club 
During the summer, teens can join the online Teen Reading 
Club through the TNRD Library.  The 2021 Teen Summer 
Reading Challenge will hopefully be posted on the Teens 
page, so keep an eye open for it.  Points are awarded for 
doing the challenges – the grand prize is usually awesome – 
last year it was a Galaxy tablet. 
 
“Research consistently shows that struggling readers lose 
ground over the summer.  Of even greater concern is that 
these losses are cumulative, creating a wider gap each year 
between more proficient and less proficient students.” From 
Closing the Summer Reading Gap: You Can Make a 
Difference! By Linda B. Gambrell 
 
Remember to come and check with Mr. Hafeli if you are 
looking for a novel to read this summer – we have some great 
recommendations.  Have a great June and a fantastic 
summer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WORK READINESS 
NorKam Garden Angels 
Students in Work Readiness have been very busy in Quarters 
Three and Four.  On June 4th, they delivered 17 planter 
baskets to our NorKam neighbours.  The baskets were started 
from seed, and grown and nurtured by the students.  They 
included things like peas, Brussel sprouts, chives and flowers. 
 

 
Dawson Pittman 
 
The class also went to The Shores Retirement Centre and 
helped them with some of their spring clean up.  Students 
helped with sweeping the parking garage, pressure washing 
fences and patios and wiping down the patio furniture. 
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Natalie Bergstrand 
 
Finally, the Work Readiness students got to be the first group 
to tour parts of the TRU campus, following COVID.  We took 
the bus up to TRU, met with Courtney from Future Students 
and then did a scavenger hunt around campus.  We got to go 
into Old Main and tour the ESTR program classes.  It was a 
beautiful day, so we had a picnic lunch on “Teletubby Hills.” 
 

 
Trista Galbraith, Xavier Levy and Ashton Van De Keere 
 

 
 
YEAR BOOKS 
Our 2020/2021 yearbooks arrive this month!  It’s not too late 
to pre-pay and guarantee that you receive a yearbook before 
the end of the school year.  Books are $45 at the main office. 
 

 
 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
NorKam student Savinoor Bhatti has been awarded a $40,000 
post-secondary scholarship with The Cmolik Foundation in 
recognition of her achievements in overcoming adversity and 
excelling in her studies. The Selection Committee was 
impressed with Savi’s application, her academic goals and her 
future career aspirations.  The award recognizes and honours 
Savi’s hard work and commitment with this financial award 
and is keen to support Savi pursuing interests in earning her 
Bachelor’s of Nursing degree. 
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TRADES AND TRANSITIONS 
Forestry and Environment 
It is so exciting to be thinking about offering some of our 
fabulous Trades and Transitions events again for the 
2021/2022 school year.  We are already accepting 
applications from students who are interested in a three 
day/two night Forestry and Environmental Studies camp at 
McQueen Lake.  Students will study ecology, aquaculture, 
silviculture, fire protection and more.  Please see Mrs. 
Monkman for details. 
 

 
 
Youth Work in Trades 
If you are in grade 10 or 11 and working with a journeyperson 
or Red Seal tradesperson, please see Mrs. Monkman right 
away.  You could be eligible for high school credit and a 
$1,000 grant. 
 
 
CAPSTONE 12 
It’s that time of year again, where grade 12’s are celebrating 
their learning journey and planning their next steps.  This 
quarter, Rylee Hodgson worked with Ben Lovely, TRU 
Electrical instructor, to complete her project.  From July to 
January this year, Rylee was at TRU completing her 
Foundation Trades Training.  She came back to NorKam for 
Semester Two to complete her courses.  For her project she 
completed a 4-way switch. 
 
 

 
Rylee Hodgson and Mr. Lovely 

 
Rylee Hodgson and Mr. Lovely 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


