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May 2019 

NORKAM SENIOR SECONDARY 
730 12th St, Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1  (250)376-1272 nkss.sd73.bc.ca 

Principal:  Mr. Jonathan Brady          Vice Principals: Mrs. Tonya Perry, Mr. Derek Wales        Administrative Assistant: Ms. Corina Waage 
Counsellors:  Mrs. Erin Theunissen, Mrs. Emily Rouleau  Secretaries:  Ms. Linda Fowles, Mrs. Rosie Kirschner,  

Mrs. Jane Viventi, Mrs. Deb Collins (Counselling)   PAC Chairperson: Mrs. Brenda Sawada 
  

 
Important dates to note:       

 
NORKAM GRAD 
Fees 
Students must have all school fees paid prior to participating 
in grad commencement.  Please call the school for a current 
account statement if required. 
 
Valedictorians 
After hearing all the candidates’ speeches, Liam Barber and 
Abby Farnsworth were voted the Valedictorians for the 
NorKam 2019 grad class.  Congratulations to Liam and Abby, 
and to all the candidates for a job well done. 
 
Commencement 
The NorKam 2019 commencement ceremony will be held on 
June 11th at 7:00pm at MacArthur Island Sports Centre.  
Graduating students are required to attend rehearsal on June 
11th at 1:00pm at MacArthur Island, after which they will 
return to NorKam to collect their cap and gown.  They are 
then required to be back at Mac Island by 6:15 pm. 
 
Scholarships 
Congratulations to Chloe Maclean and Tristin Kicia.  Chloe is a 
monthly winner and finalist for the Fulton & Company’s 
Athlete of Influence Scholarship.  She will be featured on the 
firm’s web page and is eligible for a $1,000 scholarship.  
Tristin is NorKam’s finalist for the Kamloops Daybreak 
Rotary’s Student Leadership Bursary.  Tristin and Mr. Brady 
attended a reception breakfast on April 26th to recognize 
Tristin’s service to the school, and to present him with a $250 
award towards post-secondary education. 
 
TNT NEWS 
TRU Day in the Arts and Sciences 
Almost 50 grade 11 students from NorKam joined hundreds 
of students from around the district and the province at 
Thompson Rivers University’s annual Day in the Arts and 
Sciences.  Students are invited to experience a day in the life 
of a TRU student, attending classes, navigating campus and 

even spending time on “student street.”  This is a great 
chance for students to learn about all that TRU has to offer 
students.  
 

 
Chelsey Talla, Jessica Savoy 
 

 
Lindsay Mierau, Emily Hinds 
 

May 17 Pro-D Day – no classes in session 
May 20 Victoria Day – school closed 
May 30 District Honours 
June 6 Principal’s List Luncheon 
June 10 First Nation’s Grad 
June 11 Commencement Ceremony 
June 13 Awards Assembly 
June 17 Locker Cleanout – 10:00am 
June 18 Year end BBQ 
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Youth Work in Trades 
You can earn $1,000 for the work you’re already doing!  
Students who are working with a tradesperson can register 
for Youth Work in Trades with Mrs. Monkman and convert 
their work hours into credit for up to four elective courses 
and earn a possible $1,000 grant.  You do not have to be 
considering Trades as a long term career.  See Mrs. Monkman 
if you have any questions. 
 
Junior Fire Crew 
We all know how forest fires have impacted our community 
and those around us in recent years and SD73 has started a 
new program in conjunction with BC Wildfire Service.  
Jashanpreet Sangha, Michael Love, Liam Barber, Dakota 
Hofmann and Mya Copley represented NorKam at the 
District’s first annual Junior Fire Crew.  These grade 12 
students spent three days working with local members of the 
BC Wildfire Service, learning about forest fire management 
and suppression techniques, building fire breaks, meeting 
helicopter crews and experiencing what it would be like to be 
on a fire crew.  It was a tough but exhilarating three days. 
 
Mini Med School 
On Monday May 6th, eight NorKam students and Ms. Epp 
attended Mini Med School, a travelling education fair, hosted 
by BC Children’s Hospital.  Students explored up to the 
minute topics in medical research, social and ethical 
implications of new technologies and clinical applications.  
Students had the chance to network with like-minded peers 
and leading edge medical professionals. 
 
Congratulations to Kierra Willis, Karma Lalli, Emma Carlick, 
Paige Kim, Janessa Toye, Mizuki Ona, Hailey McPherson, 
Kaylin Cook and Justin Vermette on your selection as 
NorKam’s delegates to this prestigious event. 

 
WISE BLOCK 
At NorKam, we recognize that it is often difficult to meet the 
needs of all of our students.  The focus of our collaboration 
time for the last several years has concentrated on how we 
can better meet the diverse learning needs of our students.  
Each department has approached this goal in different ways.  
As a school we have decided that we can make changes to 
our timetable to assist us in reaching this goal.  As a result, we 
are continuing to have WISE Block on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.  During this block students who require extra 
instruction or who have fallen behind on their work will be 
provided with the time and the adult support required.  
Additionally, we will be offering students an opportunity to 
choose from a number of activities to support and expand 
upon what they are doing in the classroom.  Students may 
choose such things as homework help, tutorials, clubs, 
enrichment activities, study skill workshops, service projects, 
healthy activities and other opportunities.   
 

QUEBEC EXCHANGE 
NorKam hosted 25 students and three teachers from St. 
Hyacinthe Delorme, Quebec from May 6th to May 12th.  We 
hiked, we boated and we shopped our way around the 
Okanagan in order to showcase our beautiful province. 
 

 
 

 
 
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
For Parents 
Reading for pleasure has been proven many times to improve 
young peoples’ chances of success in school and in life.  
Please take a look at this excerpt from the Reading is 
Fundamental website.  For the complete article, please visit 
http://bit.ly/2PyLoXV. 
 
Teenagers and Reading 
Perhaps the teenagers in your family were once avid readers 
but now hardly ever open a book, or perhaps they never liked 
reading in the first place. As an adult, you know that reading 
is important and you obviously want to make sure that the 
teenagers in your life grow into adulthood with all the skills 
they need to succeed. In this article, RIF suggests how parents 

http://bit.ly/2PyLoXV
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can help teenagers decide for themselves that reading is 
important to their lives. 
 
Before we list ways to encourage teen reading that work, 
here are a few tactics to AVOID: 

 Pressuring, nagging, or bribing. Encourage teens to 
read, but don't hound them. 

 Criticizing what teens read. Explain what troubles 
you about certain types of reading materials after 
reading them yourself. Forbid as little as possible. 
And whenever you can, accept differences of 
opinion as just that. 

 Lavishing too much praise. If you catch your 
teenagers reading, show interest, but don't make a 
big deal out of it. Teens need to know that they're 
reading for their own pleasure—not for your 
approval. 

Ways to encourage teens to read... 

 Set an example. Let teens see you reading for 
pleasure. 

 Furnish your home with a variety of reading 
materials. Leave books, magazines, and newspapers 
around. Check to see what disappears for a clue to 
what interests your teenager. 

 Give teens an opportunity to choose their own 
books. When you and your teen are out together, 
browse in a bookstore or library. Go your separate 
ways and make your own selections. A bookstore gift 
certificate is a nice way of saying, "You choose." 

 Build on your teen's interests. Look for books and 
articles that feature their favorite sports teams, rock 
stars, hobbies, or television shows. Give a gift 
subscription to a special interest magazine. 

 View pleasure reading as a value in itself. Almost 
anything your youngsters read—including the 
Sunday comics—helps build reading skills. 

 Read some books written for teens. Young adult 
novels can give you valuable insights into the 
concerns and pressures felt by teenagers. You may 
find that these books provide a neutral ground on 
which to talk about sensitive subjects. 

 Make reading aloud a natural part of family life. 
Share an article you clipped from the paper, a poem, 
a letter, or a random page from an encyclopedia—
without turning it into a lesson. 

 Acknowledge your teen's mature interests. Look for 
ways to acknowledge the emerging adult in your 
teens by suggesting some adult reading you think 
they can handle. 

 Keep the big picture in mind. For all sorts of reasons, 
some teenagers go through periods without showing 
much interest in reading. Don't panic! Time, and a 
few tips from this article, may help rekindle their 
interest. 

 
Come into the library and check out our new fiction arrivals! 
Check out our new arrivals rack and our featured theme 
books.  Students who really love a particular novel and 
strongly recommend it are asked to bring your suggestions to 
Mr. Hafeli or Mrs. Renner for this display- come and tell us 
what you like!   
 
Kindles are available! Don't forget, we have over 100 novels 
loaded on our Kindles, including the newest and most popular 
teen fiction.  If you are an avid reader, or the book you want 
never seems to be in, come and check out a Kindle.  You can 
read one or many novels because they are all loaded on the 
same device! 
 
Have a great month of May from your friendly NorKam 
Library crew! 
-- Mrs. Renner, Mr. Regnier, Mark Butler, and Mr. Hafeli 
 

 
 
SCIENCE FUN 
NorKam students used chemistry concepts to colour Easter 
eggs during WISE Block.  Super fun! 

 
Mikayla DeWolf 
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Paige Kim 
 
NORKAM STUDENTS EXCEL 
Reiko Ohama 
Former NorKam student Reiko Ohama was named Capilano 
University’s Female Athlete of the Year as a result of her 
contribution to their basketball program.  She was also a first 
team choice and was awarded conference athlete of the 
week which includes all teams and sports.  Well done Reiko! 
 
Rodeo 
NorKam students Rayelle Robinson and Justin Mitchell 
participated in barrel racing and bull riding.  Looks like some 
pretty tense moments in the competition but they both 
competed successfully.  Good work Rayelle and Justin!   
 

 
Rayelle Robinson 
 

 
Justin Mitchell 
 
BOARD NOTES 
For the minutes to the last School Board meeting, please click 
the link below: 
 
https://bcsd73.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/511 
 
 
 

 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Water Safety and CPR Workshop for Parents of Children 
with Autism 
On Thursday, May 16th, Nauticus Swimming and Water Safety 
Specialists is offering a workshop for parents of children with 
autism.  The conference will be held at the Thompson Hotel 
from 6:30 to 9:30 pm for a cost of $30 per person.  To register 
call Lisa at 778-985-7471 or email 
nauticusswimspecialists@gmail.com. 
 
 

https://bcsd73.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/511
https://bit.ly/2E9MViS
https://bit.ly/2E9MViS
mailto:nauticusswimspecialists@gmail.com
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