
 1 

May 2020 

NORKAM SENIOR SECONDARY 
730 12th St, Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1  (250)376-1272 nkss.sd73.bc.ca 

Principal:  Mr. Jonathan Brady          Vice Principals: Mrs. Tonya Perry, Ms. Nikki Stewart 
Counsellors:  Mrs. Erin Theunissen, Mrs. Emily Rouleau  Secretaries:  Ms. Linda Fowles, Mrs. Rosie Kirschner,  

Mrs. Jane Viventi, Mrs. Deb Collins (Counselling) 
  

 
Important dates to note:       

 
NEWS FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
Counselling Office 
Ministry transcripts will be mailed to graduating students 
from the Ministry of Education in August.  They will be sent to 
the address currently on file so if your address should be 
updated, please advise student services before July 3rd. 
 
Students can access the Ministry of Education Student 
Transcripts Service at www.studenttranscripts.gov.bc.ca.  
There are help videos, including ”Registering for a BCeID and 
Accessing the Student Transcripts Service” available on the 
website. 
 
Parents can request to have their graduating student’s file 
made available to them in June of 2021.  Student files remain 
in the school for one year, after which they are shredded, 
unless picked up by parents.  Contact Student Services if you 
would like to collect your file. 
 
 
COVID-19 Block Rotation Schedule 
In order to streamline learning, a simplified block rotation 
schedule has been adopted.  This schedule will provide 
students and teachers with a regular routine from week to 
week, allowing them to plan ahead and communicate at 
consistent times.  The new COVID-19 schedule has been 
posted on the NorKam website and has been emailed to 
parents and students. 

 
COVID-19 Block Rotation Schedule  

Starting April 20, 2020 

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

9:00am - 
11:30am  

A 
 

C B D Intervention, 
Individual  support,  
Pick Up/Drop Off of 

assignments, 
student work and 
school materials 

(11:30-12:30) 

12:30pm 
- 3:00pm 

B D A C 

 
Non-instructional days: Monday April 27 and Friday May 15 

 
Assignment pick up and drop off will be on Fridays from 
11:30am to 12:30pm.  A drop off/pick up box will be located 
at the front doors of the school during this time and teachers 
will notify students if they are required to submit 
assignments, or receive paper copies of work to be done.   
 
Locker Contents Pick Up 
Students continue to arrange to pick up the contents of their 
lockers and drop off library books and textbooks.  If you 
haven’t retrieved your items yet, please call the school to set 
up an appointment time. 
 

 
Pick up and drop off area

April 16 Report cards issued 
May 15 Pro-D Day 
May 18 Victoria Day 
June 2 District Honours 

http://www.studenttranscripts.gov.bc.ca/


 2 

 
TRADES AND TRANSITIONS 
TNT Applications 
It’s not too late!  Did you miss the application deadline for 
Trades and Transitions programs like Samplers, Hairdressing, 
Digital Art and Technology Academy (DATA), and TRU Trades 
Training programs.  Don’t worry, Mrs. Monkman can still help 
and there are still spaces available.  Please email 
smonkman@sd73.bc.ca for more information or to get an 
application started. 
 
Trades and Transitions Students 
These are some pretty difficult and strange times right now, 
but four NorKam Trades students have been able to find a 
silver lining.  Merek De Witte, Nathaniel Clark, Tyson Moore 
and Jeremiah Fisher are enhancing their career related 
knowledge and skills, working with local employers.  All four 
students have previously completed a NorKam Trades 
Sampler, and are headed to TRU for their grade 12 year 
where they will complete their Foundation certificates in 
Millwright, Heavy Duty Mechanic or Piping. 
 
The Conference Board of Canada has identified the top 
employability skills: 

- Communication 
- Information Management 
- Use of numbers 
- Thinking and Problem Solving 
- Demonstration of Positive Attitudes and Behaviors 
- Responsibility 
- Adaptability 
- Continuous Learning  
- Working with Others 
- Participation in Projects and Tasks 

Their current work may not be a direct link to their chose 
trade, but you can bet they are using and developing all of 
these top employability skills today and will carry these into 
their future work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Merek De Witte 
working for De Works 
Painting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jeremiah Fisher working 
for Lookout Landscaping 

mailto:smonkman@sd73.bc.ca
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Happy May 
Visit the new pages on our Library Learning Commons (LLC) 
website. 
 

 
Our NorKam Senior LLC website has been revised to meet the 
needs of students and parents during this pandemic isolation.  
New resources are available on all of our pages, with dozens 
of brand new resources on our two new pages as well.  Please 
explore what we have to offer and feel free to offer 
suggestions or make requests through our handy Contact 
page. 
 
What’s new: 

- Technology support for MyEdBC, Student Zimbra 
and Google GEDU accounts 

- Pandemic supports (including crisis information) for 
parents and teens 

- Resources for reading and research, including access 
to audiobooks and ebooks 

- Links to hundreds of new online resources to 
support learning from home. 

 
For Parents 
Reading for pleasure has been proven many times to improve 
young peoples’ chances of success in school and in life.  For a 
detailed explanation and research about the benefits of 
leisure reading, please see this article at Literacy Worldwide.  
As parents, it is important we encourage leisure reading, but 
in ways that might actually work with our teenagers. 
Check out this article for a short explanation of the benefits 
of daily reading.  
 
Teenagers and Reading 
Perhaps the teenagers in your family were once avid readers 
but now hardly ever open a book, or perhaps they never liked 
reading in the first place. As an adult, you know that reading 
is important and you obviously want to make sure that the 
teenagers in your life grow into adulthood with all the skills 
they need to succeed. In this article, RIF suggests how parents 
can help teenagers decide for themselves that reading is 
important to their lives. 

 
Before we list ways to encourage teen reading that work, 
here are a few tactics to AVOID: 

 Pressuring, nagging, or bribing. Encourage teens to 
read, but don't hound them. 

 Criticizing what teens read. Explain what troubles 
you about certain types of reading materials after 
reading them yourself. Forbid as little as possible. 
And whenever you can, accept differences of 
opinion as just that. 

 Lavishing too much praise. If you catch your 
teenagers reading, show interest, but don't make a 
big deal out of it. Teens need to know that they're 
reading for their own pleasure—not for your 
approval. 

Ways to encourage teens to read... 

 Set an example. Let teens see you reading for 
pleasure. 

 Furnish your home with a variety of reading 
materials. Leave books, magazines, and newspapers 
around. Check to see what disappears for a clue to 
what interests your teenager. 

 Give teens an opportunity to choose their own 
books. When you and your teen are out together, 
browse in a bookstore or library. Go your separate 
ways and make your own selections. A bookstore gift 
certificate is a nice way of saying, "You choose." 

 Build on your teen's interests. Look for books and 
articles that feature their favorite sports teams, rock 
stars, hobbies, or television shows. Give a gift 
subscription to a special interest magazine. 

 View pleasure reading as a value in itself. Almost 
anything your youngsters read—including the 
Sunday comics—helps build reading skills. 

 Read some books written for teens. Young adult 
novels can give you valuable insights into the 
concerns and pressures felt by teenagers. You may 
find that these books provide a neutral ground on 
which to talk about sensitive subjects. 

 Make reading aloud a natural part of family life. 
Share an article you clipped from the paper, a poem, 
a letter, or a random page from an encyclopedia—
without turning it into a lesson. 

 Acknowledge your teen's mature interests. Look for 
ways to acknowledge the emerging adult in your 
teens by suggesting some adult reading you think 
they can handle. 

 Keep the big picture in mind. For all sorts of reasons, 
some teenagers go through periods without showing 
much interest in reading. Don't panic! Time, and a 
few tips from this article, may help rekindle their 
interest. 

http://literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/where-we-stand/leisure-reading-position-statement.pdf
https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html

