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Welcome to the NorKam IB Handbook
The purpose of this guide is to provide information for parents, students, teachers and administrators
about the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme at NorKam Senior Secondary School. We
are proud to be the host of this program of choice within the Kamloops Thompson School District since
2012. The IBDP is a comprehensive two-year university preparation programme for highly motivated
students starting in September of grade 11 and finishing in May of the candidate's grade 12 year.
International Baccalaureate courses and curricula introduce students to international mindedness and
rigorous academic standards that encourage students to challenge their thinking and to become
leaders. What makes the IBDP curricula unique is the way that courses provide an opportunity for
higher-level thinking, discourse and a more integrated study of world issues. The NorKam IB team
encourages students to 'think globally, act locally'.
Students interested in becoming an IB student should be independent thinkers, open-minded and have
or develop excellent time management skills. On top of managing a full-time academic schedule for
the two years, diploma programme students will complete the additional components of a Theory of
Knowledge course, a university-level advanced study on a chosen topic for an Extended Essay, and
maintain participation in a well-balanced schedule of Creativity, Action and Service activities to
develop the well-rounded learner. Although the NorKam IB Programme welcomes all students of
diverse backgrounds and levels of achievement, a minimum 80% average in all courses is
recommended.
The International Baccalaureate Programme has been in existence since 1968. As of October 2021,
there were over 7,400 programmes being offered worldwide, across 5,400 schools in 159 countries. The
IB Diploma is recognized by all major universities in Canada and numerous colleges and universities
worldwide. Above average achievement in the IB program will attract early academic admissions,
offers of scholarship money and even university-level credit at many post-secondary institutions. IB
students will also develop an understanding of other cultures, acknowledging and being proactive
about our impact on the world we live in economically, socially and environmentally.
Thank you for your interest in our International Baccalaureate Programme. If you should have specific
questions not addressed in this handbook we invite you to contact our school IB page
http://www.nkss.sd73.bc.ca/ and click on the blue IB link or contact our IB coordinator:
Mr. M. Williams
mfwilliams@sd73.bc.ca
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The IB Learner Profile
The primary objective of the IB curriculum, instruction and programming is to develop internationally minded
people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better
and more peaceful world. As IB learners we strive to be:

Inquirers - We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to
learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

Knowledgeable - We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a
range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

Thinkers - We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible action on
complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators - We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language
and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other
individuals and groups.

Principled - We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and
with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions
and their consequences.

Open-minded - We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the
values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to
grow from the experience.

Caring - We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act
to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

Risk-takers - We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful
and resilient in the face of challenges and change.

Balanced - We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives--intellectual,
physical, and emotional--to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our
interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live.

Reflective - We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to
understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal
development.
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Requirements, Admissions and Support
Application Process
Students applying to the IBDP program must submit applications by no later than March 15th of
their grade 10 year. Please fill out our on-line application form available on-line NKSS-IB Website.
Late applications will be considered (no student will be considered past November 1st of their grade
11 year) on a case-by-case basis. Students must include references from teachers based on academic
abilities, critical thinking skills and work habits.
Course Requirements
Students must have completed the following courses: English 10, Math 10, Social Studies 10, Science
10, PE 10, Planning 10, French 10 (if taking Language B: French) and Career Life Education 10. It is
also highly recommended that students take either Chemistry 11 or Physics 11 in their grade 10 year
if they are serious about taking Sciences in university. We recommend Pre-Calculus 11, then
Chemistry or Physics 11. Students interested in the Visual Arts option must take Art 10 in order to
then enrol in Visual Arts.
Grades for Admission
Although straight A’s in all grade 10 courses would be an asset, an 80% average is the recommended
minimum level of achievement to be admitted to our program. Students should be prepared to
dedicate themselves to the rigour of the programme and to their learning for the two-year period.
Regular coursework will likely require an average of 90 minutes of homework per class each week.
During specified assessment periods, however, students will likely find that additional study or
preparation time is necessary. Unlike regular course programming, students will need to develop
habits of regular, independent, focused review of course material to maximize long-term commitment
to memory and to build on prior knowledge.
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NorKam IB Course Offerings
Standard Level Courses
Group 1
Language A
Group 2
Language B
Group 3
Individuals
and Societies
Group 4
Experimental
Sciences
Group 5
Mathematics
Group 6
Fine Arts
* Core
Program
Requirements

Higher Level Courses
IB English
L Literature

IB French B
IB Spanish Ab Initio
IB Psychology
IB Chemistry

IB Geography
IB History
IB Biology
IB Physics

IB Math
IB Visual Arts
IB Video Production
Extended Essay (4000 word essay)
Theory of Knowledge Course
CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service)

*EE and TOK can earn you a possible 3 bonus points
towards your IB Diploma

1. You must choose one course from Group 1-5. Your sixth IB course can be Group 6: Visual Arts, in
Group 3: IB Psychology, or a second science.
2. You must choose 3 Higher Level and 3 Standard Level courses.
3. The EE process begins in Grade 11, lasting to February of the Grade 12 year.
4. CAS begins in September 1st of the Grade 11 year. Please consult the CAS manual for specific details.
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Keys to Success in the IB Programme
Congratulations! If you are reading this page, you are truly an IB learner. Undertaking the incredible
academic rigour of this program is both exciting and rewarding. This page is for parents and
students alike to understand what a successful IB student does.
1. Set positive work habits and time management habits from the beginning.
Plan your day to include a good balance of school, breaks, physical activity, homework and
regular review. Mark due dates on a calendar and post it in front of your regular study area or
desk if possible. Social time is important too, but if you know you need that time - put it into your
schedule in a way that doesn't eliminate your homework time, exercise or rest.
2. Learn how to study.
Ten minutes of reviewing notes, every day, whether there is a test or not, will help commit
subject matter to memory and deepen your understanding of what is coming next. Making flash
cards, highlighting notes and summarizing your notes are helpful study strategies. Learn how to
study without distraction. Cell phones, noisy areas, even having Facebook or other media open on
your computer while you are completing your homework are distractions. Your chances of
actually learning and retaining double when your thoughts are not being interrupted. Even if you
are a kinaesthetic learner, studying in a focused manner for short periods of time with short
breaks is better than trying to study with noise. Parents can help here by supporting the decision
to turn off the cell phone when studying.
3. Get Help Sooner Rather Than Later.
When you don’t understand a concept, ask while the question is fresh in your mind or during
class. If class time does not permit, go in at lunch or arrange a time before or after school. Waiting
until just before a test will cause anxiety.
4. Take Care of YOU.
During times of stress and busy scheduling, your body really needs rest, proper nutrition and
exercise. IB students do not take PE so you need to make time for exercise when you can. It
improves learning, can refresh your concentration and help you to sleep better. All of these
components are important for your ability to learn. Finally, a properly hydrated brain functions
better.
5. Respect Due Dates.
Although this is part of time management and planning, today's students are not learning to hand
things in on time. Work on projects in advance and study regularly rather than trying to cram. If
you are away due to illness, electronic submissions are accepted and sometimes preferred by most
teachers.
6. This is not too hard.
Students have been succeeding in IB for over 40 years. Some students may need to review more
than others do. Some students may need to get private tutors for their weak subject areas. Yes,
your friends outside of the programme may have considerably less homework. You need to
remember that those who succeed in IB succeed in university.
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7. Be curious and make connections.
If you find something in class interesting, spend some time researching it further. Go beyond the
assigned reading and explore a topic. Also, try to imagine how what you are learning in one class,
relates to another.
8. Get comfortable with technology.
Not so great at Prezi? Try to spend some time on the weekends learning to overcome any fear or
lack of knowledge that you might have with a given medium. There are many on-line tutorials for
Google apps, multi-media software etc. Being proficient with your various media can save you
time but try to avoid becoming too reliant on it.
9. Keep your binders organized.
Organize, re-read and re-organize your papers so that you know what you have and where it is at
all times. It will make studying that much easier. A package of sticky notes, highlighters and
dividers can also help with this process.
10. Explore IB resources on-line.
Do practice exams on your own time and look at sample papers. Make sure that you understand
each point on the seven-point scale.

Course Descriptions

IB Language A: Language and Literature HL

Ms. G. Reinke
greinke@sd73.bc.ca

The English Literature for the IB Diploma course helps students explore the relationship between
and among literary works, in order to recognize the ways in which new literature builds upon that of
the past.
Three main elements of the course enable students to develop these reading and thinking skills:
It is important for students to understand the organization of the course before beginning the study
of each work.
1. AREAS OF EXPLORATION:
These are broad topics which allow students to interpret literature from different
perspectives. There are three areas for the course:
2. CONCEPTS:
These are ideas that help describe important aspects of the way in which readers create
meanings from texts. There are seven concepts in the course.
3. GLOBAL ISSUES:
Students are required to consider how the literary works reveal about global issues.
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ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING
Paper 1:

50% Literary commentary. The paper consists of two literary passages.
Students write a literary commentary on each of the passages.

Higher Level Essay 25% The HL essay is a component that requires candidates to write a 12001500 word formal essay, following a line of inquiry of their own
choice into one of the texts studied.
Individual Oral

25% A 15-minute individual oral exploring two of the texts in relation to a
global issue of the student’s choice.

The Learner Portfolio This constitutes a collection and selection of a student’s work which
develop in their interaction with the texts and in their preparation of
all assessment components.

IB Geography HL

Mr. T. Pendergast
tpendergast@sd73.bc.ca

Geography is a dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on the
interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in both time and space. It
seeks to identify trends and patterns in these interactions and examines the processes behind them.
Geography is distinctive in that it occupies the middle ground between social sciences and natural
sciences. The DP geography course integrates both physical and human geography and ensures that
students acquire elements of both scientific and socio-economic methodologies. Geography takes
advantage of its position between both these groups of subjects to examine relevant concepts and
ideas from a wide variety of disciplines. This helps students develop an appreciation of, and a respect
for, alternative approaches, viewpoints and ideas.
Evaluation
 Paper 1 Exam with three optional themes
 Paper 2 Exam where core themes are explored
 Paper 3 Extension theme of Global Interactions
 Written Report Based on fieldwork 2500 word maximum

20%
25%
25%
30%
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IB History HL

Mr. T. Pendergast
tpendergast@sd73.bc.ca

The IB Diploma Programme higher level history course aims to promote an understanding of history
as a discipline, including the nature and diversity of sources, methods and interpretations. Students
are encouraged to comprehend the present by reflecting critically on the past. They are further
expected to understand historical developments at national, regional and international levels and
learn about their own historical identity through the study of the historical experiences of different
cultures.
Evaluation
 Paper 1 Exam Short Answer Questions
 Paper 2 Exam Extended Response Questions
 Paper 3 Extension and Essay Questions
 Written Report Based on fieldwork 2500 word maximum

IB Physics HL

20%
25%
25%
30%

Mr. G. Sjokvist
gsjokvist@sd73.bc.ca

The IB Diploma Programme physics higher level course exposes students to this most fundamental
experimental science, which seeks to explain the universe itself—from the very smallest particles to
the vast distances between galaxies. Students develop traditional practical skills and techniques and
increase facility in the use of mathematics, the language of physics. They also develop interpersonal
skills as well as information and communication technology skills, which are essential in modern
scientific endeavours—and are important life-enhancing, transferable skills in their own right.
Students, moreover, study the impact of physics on society, the moral and ethical dilemmas, and the
social, economic and environmental implications of the work of physicists. Throughout this
challenging course, students become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other.
Further, students enjoy multiple opportunities for scientific study and creative inquiry within a global
context.
Evaluation
 Paper 1 Exam with Multiple Choice
 Paper 2 Exam with Data analysis, short answer and extended response
 Internal Assessment Investigation and write up 6-12 pages

30%
50%
20%
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IB Biology HL

Mr. E. Rustand
erustand@sd73.bc.ca
Mr M.F. Williams
mfwilliams@sd73.bc.ca

The IB Diploma Programme biology higher level course covers the relationship of structure and
function at all levels of complexity. Students learn about cell theory, the chemistry of living things,
plant science and genetics, among many other topics to further their understanding of and learning
about biology. Throughout this challenging course, students become aware of how scientists work
and communicate with each other. Further, students enjoy multiple opportunities for scientific study
and creative inquiry within a global context.
Evaluation
 Paper 1 Exam with Multiple Choice
30%
 Paper 2 Exam with Data analysis, short answer and extended response
50%
 Internal Assessment Investigation and write-up 6-12 pages
20%

IB Mathematics: analysis and approaches SL

Mr. A. Singh
asingh@exc.sd73.bc.ca

This course focuses on introducing important mathematical concepts through the development of
mathematical techniques. The intention is to introduce students to these concepts in a
comprehensible and coherent way, rather than insisting on the mathematical rigour required for
mathematics HL. Students should, wherever possible, apply the mathematical knowledge they have
acquired to solve realistic problems set in an appropriate context. The internally assessed
component, the exploration, offers students the opportunity for developing independence in their
mathematical learning. This course encompasses the study of five units: functions, algebra
&numbers, probability & statistics, trigonometry and calculus. Students are encouraged to take an
analytical approach to various mathematical activities and to explore different mathematical ideas.
The exploration allows students to work without the time constraints of a written examination and
to develop the skills they need for communicating mathematical ideas. Mathematics SL promotes a
deep understanding of underlying concepts without the use of a calculator in most of the course.
Evaluation
 Paper 1 Exam with short and extended answer questions
 Paper 2 Exam with short and extended answer questions with graphic calculator
 Internal Assessment - written work that involves investigation of an area of math

40%
40%
20%

11

IB Chemistry SL

Mr. D. Bubella
dbubela@sd73.bc.ca
Ms. T. Epp
tepp@sd73.bc.ca

Fundamental chemical principles are the basis for the physical, chemical, and environmental
systems in which we live. The study of chemistry provides a platform from which interrelationships
between various disciplines in science may be more thoroughly understood. While Chemistry is a
subject worthy of study in its own right, it is also a requirement as a preparation for employment or
as a pre-requisite for many other courses in higher education. Courses such as those in health
sciences, medicine, microbiology, biological and environmental sciences require a comprehensive
background in Chemistry.
Chemistry is an experimental science, which combines academic study with the acquisition and
development of practical and investigational skills. The chemistry program aims to balance the
needs of a content oriented syllabus with the development of the critical thinking skills required by
an experimental scientist. The program reflects, through the variety strategies and options available,
the need to ensure that the qualifications required by students wishing to enter higher education in
the sciences will be met as well as satisfying students for whom this will be their final formal study of
science.
Evaluation
 Paper 1 Exam with 30 Multiple Choice Questions
 Paper 2 Exam with Data Analysis, Short Answer and Extended Response
 Internal Assessment – Interdisciplinary Science Investigation

IB Psychology SL

30%
50%
20%

Ms S. Kabotoff
skabotoff@sd73.bc.ca

The IB Diploma Programme standard level psychology course aims to develop an awareness of how
research findings can be applied to better understand human behaviour and how ethical practices are
upheld in psychological inquiry. Students learn to understand the biological, cognitive and
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sociocultural influences on human behaviour and explore alternative explanations of behaviour. They
also understand and use diverse methods of psychological inquiry.
Evaluation
 Paper 1 Exam with Short Answer and Extended Response Questions
 Internal Assessment – Report of a Simple Psych Experiment(Replicated)

IB Language B: French SL

65%
35%

Ms S. Kabotoff
skabotoff@sd73.bc.ca

This course is an advanced second language course which assumes prior knowledge of French. Many
of the IB curriculum themes synthesize what IB students are learning in other IB courses with the
medium of communication being French. For example, when learning about Fair Trade in Geography,
students will also be discussing its merits and challenges in French. All of the language competencies
(speaking, listening, reading and writing) will be required to fully participate in this course. The
course is organized around five themes: Identities, Experiences, Social Organization, Human Ingenuity
and Sharing our Planet. The course mark is derived from the following components:





Individual Oral Interview
(12-15 minute oral interview with the teacher)
Paper 1 Written Expression 250-400words with no aids
Paper 2 Listening Comprehension 3 audio documents
With questions
Paper 2 Reading Comprehension 3 articles and questions

IB Language B: Spanish Ab Initio

25%
25%
25%
25%

Ms. E. Peinado
peinado@sd73.bc.ca

We live in an increasingly digitized, interdependent global village. Speaking multiple languages is
not only beneficial for academic development and brain function, but it develops basic
communication skills and social awareness. Spanish 11/12 IB will prepare students to communicate
effectively and to develop higher functioning speaking and interacting ability. Though little to no
previous experience in the target language is assumed, the medium of communication in the classroom
(to the greatest extent possible) will be Spanish. The course mark is derived from the following
components:
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Paper 1
Paper 2 (Listening)
Paper 2 (Reading)
IA

25%
25%
25%
25%

What is TOK?

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is an interdisciplinary course designed to stimulate critical reflection
upon the knowledge and experience gained inside and outside the classroom. The course challenges
students to question the basis of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases, and to
develop the ability to analyze evidence that is expressed in rational argument. It is a key element in
encouraging students to appreciate other cultural perspectives and promote internationalism. The
course is unique to IB, which recommends at least 100 hours of teaching time. All IB subject
disciplines incorporate TOK issues and questions into their curriculum.
TOK points
Bonus Diploma Points can be awarded for the following components:
Part 1 Essay on a prescribed title (20 points) Externally Assessed
Part 2 Presentation (10 points) Internally Assessed
The grade boundaries are then applied, to determine the band (A to E) to which the student’s
performance in TOK belongs.
The band descriptors are:
A. Work of an excellent standard
B. Work of a good standard
C. Work of a satisfactory standard
D. Work of a mediocre standard
E. Work of an elementary standard
The band descriptor is used both to determine the contribution of TOK to the overall diploma score
and to provide the basis for reporting to schools on each student’s TOK performance.
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What is the EE?

The Extended Essay of 4000 words allows the student the opportunity to investigate a topic of special
interest in great depth. The essay requirement acquaints Diploma Candidates with the independent
research and writing skills expected and demanded by universities. Students devote a total of 40
hours of private study and writing time to the essay that may be written from a topic in one of their
HL courses. Students work with an Essay Supervisor from the subject area related to the EE topic.
TOK and the Extended Essay
The performance of a student in both Diploma Programme requirements - Theory of Knowledge and
the Extended Essay - is determined according to the quality of the work, based on the application of
the IB Diploma Programme assessment criteria. It is described by one of the band descriptors A–E.
Using the two performance levels and the diploma points matrix, a maximum of three diploma
points can be awarded for a student’s combined performance.
A student who, for example, writes a satisfactory Extended Essay and whose performance in Theory
of Knowledge is judged to be good will be awarded 1 point, while a student who writes a mediocre
Extended Essay and whose performance in Theory of Knowledge is judged to be excellent will be
awarded 2 points.
A student who fails to submit a TOK essay, or who fails to make a presentation, will be awarded N for
TOK, will score no points, and will not be awarded a diploma. Performance in either Theory of
Knowledge or the Extended Essay of an elementary standard is a failing condition for the award of
the diploma.

What is CAS-Creativity, Action, and Service?

The International Baccalaureate’s goal is to educate the whole person and foster responsible,
compassionate citizens of the world. The CAS programme encourages students to share their energy
and special talents with others.
What is required from IB students to satisfy CAS requirements?
 Ten pieces of evidence that is balanced between the three areas of Creativity, Action, and
Service
15






All eight CAS learning outcomes must be met, with evidence of their achievement
A self review at the beginning of the Diploma Program and personal goals set for what they
hope to achieve throughout their CAS
They must participate in a range of activities, including one project, some of which they have
initiated themselves
Students should be involved in at least one international project that involves teamwork, that
integrates two or more of Creativity, Action, and Service, and is of a significant duration (eg.
a season)

What is the role of the CAS Coordinator?
To meet regularly with and assist IB students in their CAS projects, reflections, and personal growth.
Record and report progress of students to parents, school and IB program officials.
Where do CAS service hours take place?
It can take place in school, outside of school, locally, or internationally.
When?
CAS starts at the initial CAS and TOK training session when school starts, and continues when the
rest of the IB program starts.
How long is CAS?
18 months minimum and it must run concurrently with the rest of the Diploma Program. CAS
Activities continue throughout the program. Students must learn to balance their lives. Yes, there
can be weeks where their CAS efforts are minimal (2 hours) and weeks where they are more intensely
involved (6 + hours) CAS ends late April (before the Final exams in May) of the final year.
The CAS Learning Outcomes:
1. Increased awareness of your own strengths and areas for growth.2. Undertake new challenges –
new activity or an extension to an existing one.
3. Plan and initiate activities.
4. Work collaboratively with others.
5. Show perseverance and commitment in their activities.
6. Develop new skills.
7. Consider the ethical implications of your actions.
8. Engage with issues of global importance.

Assessment and Grading in the IB
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One of the hardest adjustments that parents and students have to make when starting in the IB is
understanding the 7-point IB scale. These achievement indicators are standardized and used by all IB
schools throughout the world. A student who achieves a 6 at NorKam would get a 6 in Berlin,
Germany.
Internal Assessment Components
All courses require an internal assessment delivered by the subject teacher, which is then externally
moderated by an external IB examiner. IAs will vary by subject. They include such assignments as:
individual oral presentations, interactive oral exams, essays, case studies, and portfolio work. For
example, once a teacher completes a written task that is internally assessed, he must send a
percentage of the marked samples away to an IB marking centre to ensure that IB standards are
upheld. Sometimes all samples are sent away for external moderation.
External Assessment Components
All courses, with the exception of TOK and EE, have a series of examination papers set by IB. They
take place in May of Grade 12(IB Year 2). The number and type of examinations will vary by subject.
Once written, these exams are sent to IB-specified Examiners to be marked. Please note that the IB
Examiners are monitored and their marking is moderated by another IB Examiner, ensuring quality
and consistency of assessment.
Certificates
Some students may not choose the full IB Diploma Programme and pursue only those subjects for
which they feel better suited. Students may earn an IB Certificate in any IB subject.
Getting the IB Diploma
Students will receive their results electronically in July. Final grades are then communicated directly
to universities by the coordinator. Students who have successfully completed the Diploma
requirements will be mailed their diploma.
The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate provided all the following requirements have
been met.
Core requirements
 DP category candidates must study six subjects, plus the three core subjects—EE, TOK and CAS.
 They must accumulate no fewer than 24 points from assessment in these subjects, in addition to
grade stipulations.
 They must meet all of the additional requirements—see section “A2.2.2”.
 They must meet all of the requirements within a maximum of three examination sessions.
 Candidates who successfully meet these conditions will be awarded the diploma.
 Candidates who take the diploma in multiple languages may be eligible for a bilingual diploma.
 The IB diploma is awarded based on performance across all parts of the DP.
 Each subject is graded 1–7, with 7 being the highest grade.
 These grades are also used as points (that is, 7 points for a grade 7, 6 points for a grade 6, and so
on) in determining if the diploma can be awarded.
 TOK and the EE are graded A–E, with A being the highest grade. These two grades are then
combined in the diploma points matrix to contribute between 0 and 3 points to the total.
 CAS is not assessed but must be completed in order to pass the diploma. See section “A2.2.2”.
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 The overall maximum points from subject grades, TOK and the EE is therefore 45: ((6 × 7) + 3).
 The minimum threshold for the award of the diploma is 24 points. If a candidate scores less than
24 points, the diploma is not awarded.
Additional requirements
 There are a number of additional requirements for the award of the diploma.
 CAS requirements have been met.
 There is no “N” awarded for TOK, the EE or for a contributing subject.
 There is no grade E awarded for TOK and/or the EE.
 There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
 There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (SL or HL).
 There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (SL or HL).
 The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects. (For candidates who register for four
HL subjects, the three highest grades count.)
 The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects. (Candidates who register for two SL
subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL.)
 The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final Award
Committee.

University Recognition
Universities from around the world recognize the value and rigour of the IB Diploma. In many cases
students graduating with a level 5 or higher in any Higher Level Subject will earn advanced standing
or a credit in that subject. IB students routinely gain admission to some of the best-known universities
in the world. Most of these institutions have established recognition policies for the IB diploma (visit
www.ibo.org for IB North America: Recognition Policy Summary – Canadian Universities). Many
Canadian universities will offer early admission or conditional admission, or placement, and
sometimes scholarship on the basis of anticipated completion of the diploma. The EE title and a
summary of CAS involvement are often welcome. The anticipated score is expected to be provided and
confirmed by the IB Diploma Programme Coordinator.
•

Canadian universities view the IB Diploma favourably, and actively recruit Diploma students.
By going to the website of the individual institution, one can determine the considerations that
are offered.

•

Applicants should provide information about the nature of their CAS program as well as the
title of their extended essay. Many Canadian universities actively seek students with
international experience and/or participation in some aspects of global education either
within school or in extra-curricular activity. Students should include such experiences in their
application.

•

Admission requirements vary considerably from year to year and throughout the admission
cycle. Applicants not accepted in early rounds may qualify later in the year.
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•

Admission requirements also vary by faculty. Typically, faculties such as engineering or
medicine have higher expectations of performance and may insist on certain prerequisite
courses for admission. Students should check such prerequisites when determining course
choices for the Diploma Programme.

•

Some courses can fulfill first year course requirements without students actually earning
credit for the course. (French Language B is the equivalent to grade 11, 12 and first year
university French in all major Canadian Universities.) Students could then take the first year
course and enjoy the overlap, making transition to university easier, or begin second year
courses, saving time and money at university.
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