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November 2018 

NORKAM SENIOR SECONDARY 
730 12th St, Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1  (250)376-1272 nkss.sd73.bc.ca 

Principal:  Mr. Jonathan Brady          Vice Principals: Mrs. Tonya Perry, Mr. Derek Wales        Administrative Assistant: Ms. Corina Waage 
Counsellors:  Mrs. Erin Theunissen, Mrs. Emily Rouleau  Secretaries:  Ms. Linda Fowles, Mrs. Rosie Kirschner,  

Mrs. Jane Viventi, Mrs. Deb Collins (Counselling)   PAC Chairperson: Mrs. Brenda Sawada 
  

 
Important dates to note:       

 
SAFE GRAD INFORMATION 
Parents interested in accessing information regarding the 
2019 safe grad activities can visit their Facebook page at 
NorKam Class of 2019 Dry Grad.   
 
POST SECONDARY INFORMATION NIGHT 
Fifteen BC universities and colleges will be in attendance at a 
free public Post Secondary Information Night event on 
Thursday, November 15th starting at 7:00pm at the Henry 
Grube Education Centre.  The event is being held in 
collaboration with Post Secondary Institutions of BC.  
Interested senior students are encouraged to bring their 
parents along to gather information and interact  directly 
with reps from all 15 institutions attending. 
 
WISE BLOCK 
At NorKam, we recognize that it is often difficult to meet the 
needs of all of our students.  The focus of our collaboration 
time for the last several years has concentrated on how we 
can better meet the diverse learning needs of our students.  
Each department has approached this goal in different ways.  
As a school we have decided that we can make changes to 
our timetable to assist us in reaching this goal.  As a result, we 
are continuing to have WISE Block on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.  During this block students who require extra 
instruction or who have fallen behind on their work will be 
provided with the time and the adult support required.  
Additionally, we will be offering students an opportunity to 
choose from a number of activities to support and expand 
upon what they are doing in the classroom.  Students may 
choose such things as homework help, tutorials, clubs, 
enrichment activities, study skill workshops, service projects, 
healthy activities and other opportunities.   
 

HALLOWEEN FUN 

 
Taylor Lacusta 
 

 
Katerina Loschiavo, Grace Firman, Keysha Cochran, Kristina 
Simard, Emily Hinds and Lindsay Mierau 
 

 
Bronson Sens 
 

Nov 9 Remembrance Day Assembly 
Nov 12 Remembrance Day – school closed 
Nov 22  Report Cards 
Dec 3 PAC Meeting  6:00 in the library 
Dec 3 Pro-D Day – no classes in session 
Dec 19 Christmas Luncheon 
Dec 24-Jan 4 Winter Break 
Jan 7 PAC Meeting 6:00 pm 
Jan 16-21 Grad Photos 
Jan 21 Numeracy Assessment Week 
Jan 23 Project Completion 
Jan 24 English 12 Exam 
Jan 25 Communications 12 Exam 
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ATHLETIC COUNCIL 
Please visit the new West Zone Athletics website for 
information regarding athletic season schedules, policies, BC 
School Sports, etc.  You may access the site by going to 
https://sites.google.com/site/westzoneathletics/ 
 
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) 
DEAR was on Monday, October 22nd, celebrating National 
School Library Week.  NorKam had another successful DEAR 
event this year.  Over 12,000 SD73 students dropped 
everything and read for pleasure for 30 minutes, whether it 
was a novel, magazine, comic book, graphic novel, 
informational book or online article that interested them 
personally.  NorKam has participated in this activity for the 
past nine years with about 700 students and staff at our 
school participating. 
 
The NorKam Book Club 
Hey book lovers – the North Shore Public Library has teamed 
up with NorKam to continue the NorKam Book Club.  If you 
like to read, come and join us.  Manga, fantasy, dystopian, 
mystery, suspense or thriller – we are open to try anything.  
Meetings occur during lunch on days to be determined by the 
students and we are planning a trip over to the North Shore 
Library on November 20th.  See Mr. Hafeli for details. 
 
Wise Blocks 
The library is open during WISE blocks for students wishing to 
study and work on assignments.  This is quiet time to work on 
research projects, get help with citations or catch up on class 
work.  Computers and Chromebooks are always available to 
use in the library.  There is a limit of 60 students in the library 
during WISE block so please sign up early. 
 
PLC Time 
The library is open Thursdays at 2:20pm for students in all 
grades to come to work on assignments, do research and 
study. 
 
Remembrance Day 
Remembrance Day is November 11th.  We have a great 
selection of fiction and non-fiction books on display at the 
library counter and in our collection about this important day.  
Please check out the many interesting books on the topic 
“Lest We Forget.” 
 

 
 

For a number of years SD73 has subscribed to top quality 
academic databases – Workdbook Online, EBSCOhost, GALE, 
Learn360 and KNOWBC.  These resources are available for 
teachers and students to use at school and at home.  School 
access is very simple.  Go directly to the following link and 
you will be able to access all these comprehensive resources:  
http://nkss.sd73.bc.ca/course/view.php?id=194 
If accessing at school you will not be asked for username or 
password.  If accessing from home the username is norkam 
and the password is bcsd73. 
 
Have a great November! 
Mr. Hafeli, Mrs. Renner and Mr. Regnier 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
NorKam’s public health nurse is Tara Nadalin.  She can be 
reached at 250-851-7331.  Please call Tara if you have any 
health related questions.   
 

 
 
 
MCQUEEN LAKE FUNDRAISER 
The McQueen Lake Dinner and Auction fundraiser will be held 
on Saturday, December 1, 2018.  It is because of community 
support that McQueen Lake was able to celebrate its 47th 
anniversary this fall.  It is a remarkable achievement that 
speaks to the special place the Centre holds in the hearts of 
teachers, schools and the community. 
 
Once again we are requesting your help with the McQueen 
Lake Dinner and Auction. The proceeds from this fundraising 
activity go towards the rebuilding and maintenance of the 
McQueen Lake Centre.  This year’s fundraiser is the 24th 
annual event.   
 
This event is an enjoyable evening with good food and great 
friends.  There are amazing baskets and many truly unique 
items available in the auction just in time to help you 
complete your Christmas shopping.   
 
Date - Saturday, December 1, 2018 
Location – Henry Grube Education Centre 
Time – Cocktails at 6:00pm and dinner at 7:00pm 
Live auction event following dinner 
Silent auction throughout the evening 
Price - $65 per ticket (tax receipt issued for $25) 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/westzoneathletics/
http://nkss.sd73.bc.ca/course/view.php?id=194
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BOARD NOTES 
 
NOTES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
 

 October 29, 2018  
EDUCATION TOPIC  
Two staff members, Sylvain Menard and Darren Coates, from 
Clearwater Secondary reported on an inquiry project funded 
by a grant from the Board of Education. The inquiry looked at 
how a micro-credential system can help students in self-
assessment of Core Competencies. The project involved 
developing language to describe three levels of achievement 
in each of the Core Competencies that students could use as 
a yardstick. Students used the website to gather evidence and 
reflect in preparation for a panel interview with three adults. 
The school devoted a week to hands on activities to help 
students engage in experiences that would lead to growth in 
the Core Competencies. Students worked on one project for 
the entire week which allowed for projects that would not 
typically fit in an 80-minute class. Students wrote short 
stories, produced their own play, installed a disc golf course, 
and earned certifications allowing them to work during the 
summer fighting wildfires.  
 
REPORTS FROM SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS  
CommunityLINK  
A CommunityLINK update was provided by Director Trish 
Smillie outlining the allocation of the $1,582,336 funds 
designated for vulnerable learners by the Ministry of 
Education. Programs funded by CommunityLINK include 
before and after school care, social groups, academic 
intervention and resource rooms. More than $1.15M of the 
budget is allocated for staffing positions that address child 
and youth mental health supports.  
 
Task Force on School Safety An advisory committee will 
undertake the work set out by the Superintendent’s Task 
Force on School Safety. Representatives include a member 
from each of the stakeholder groups who will provide 
feedback to the District’s response to the seven  
recommendations and will be complete by end of April 2019.  
Michelle Marginet has been asked to chair the Committee. 
The Ministry of Education and the Office of the 
Ombudsperson have reached out to SD73 to learn more 
about how we are addressing this critical issue. 
 
District Learning Plan  
A draft of the District Learning Plan was presented by 
Director Lisa Carson. The plan draws on the work of School 
Learning Plans and aligns with the three strategic priorities 

addressing education. It is designed to extend student 
thinking through a focus on critical thinking, creativity and 
the foundational skills of literacy and numeracy. The goals of 
the Plan are to improve our graduation rate from 85% to 
90%; reach parity between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
graduation rates and have 70% of our students “on track” or 
“extending” in numeracy for grades 4 and 7.  
 
Westwold Elementary Consultation  
Assistant Superintendent Rob Schoen recommended the 
Board move forward with a public consultation regarding the 
future of Westwold Elementary School. The public meeting 
will be held Nov.22 at 7 pm at Westwold Elementary. 
Interested parties are invited to submit comments and 
petitions regarding the possible closure of the school which 
currently has no students enrolled.  
 
Enrolment Finalization  
As of September 28, 2018, there are 14,405 students enrolled 
in SD73. This is approximately 171 more students over last 
year. Enrollment growth has been modest but steady over 
the last 5 years with an approximate increase of 500 students 
since 2013.  
 
Grade 7 Students playing on Grade 8 Teams  
Concerns raised regarding grade 7 students losing 
opportunities to play because of the configuration of schools 
in rural communities (grades 7 – 12) may be addressed at the 
BC School Sports AGM on April 26 and 27, 2019. An 
amendment allowing schools with less than 350 students to 
have some flexibility with regard to the age of players making 
up a team will be presented.  
 
REPORTS FROM THE CHAIR  
Trustees’ Goodbye  
October 29 marked the last Board of Education meeting for 
Trustees Denise Harper, Joan Cowden and Gerald Watson. 
Between them they served the board for 51 years. Joan 
Cowden became a trustee in 2008, after she had retired from 
her 35-year teaching career. Gerald Watson was first elected 
in 2002 and has served as vice-chair for the last two years. 
Denise Harper was been involved with SD73 for more than 25 
years, volunteering and serving as a trustee from 1993-2002 
then 2008-2018, including seven years as board chair. Chair 
Meghan Wade thanked each of them for their years of 
service and wished them all the best in their retirements and 
future endeavours. 
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Since 2014, NorKam Senior Secondary IB students have received over 
$500,000 in scholarships, tuition credits and reduced fees. 
 
IB World Schools share a common thread; a commitment to high quality, 
challenging, international education.  These principles combined with an 
innovative curriculum that encourages excellence, creativity and exploration 
make IB the gold standard in education around the world. 
 
If your student is currently in grade 9 you may consider enrolling them at 
NorKam Senior Secondary school in their grade 10 year, to facilitate the 
transition to the IB program.   
 
If your student is currently in grade 9 or 10 and: 
 
- plans to attend college/university, 
- feels unchallenged by regular curriculums/classes, 
- is inquisitive, creative and self-directed, 
- has above average achievement/ability level, 
 
then you should attend our meeting to learn how the IB programme can give 
your child an advantage at post-secondary. 
 

Join our Information Session 
November 21st, 2018 

NorKam Senior Secondary Library 
7:00 pm 

Sincerely:  
Murray Williams, IB Coordinator    

 


