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October 2019 

NORKAM SENIOR SECONDARY 
730 12th St, Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1  (250)376-1272 nkss.sd73.bc.ca 

Principal:  Mr. Jonathan Brady          Vice Principals: Mrs. Tonya Perry, Ms. Angela Stott 
Counsellors:  Mrs. Erin Theunissen, Mrs. Emily Rouleau  Secretaries:  Ms. Linda Fowles, Mrs. Rosie Kirschner,  

Mrs. Jane Viventi, Mrs. Deb Collins (Counselling) 
  

 
Important dates to note:       

 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
IB Informational Meeting for parents who currently have 
children in the Diploma Programme 
On October 22nd, 2019 (Parent/Teacher Interview night) at 
5:30pm in room 103 there will be an informational meeting 
for parents who currently have children in the IB Diploma 
Programme.  Is your son or daughter using a lot of IB 
acronyms (EE, IOC, IA’s, HL, SL etc.) and it sounds like they are 
speaking a different language?  If so, this may be the meeting 
for you.  The purpose of this meeting is to help clear up or 
answer any questions that you might have, including what all 
the acronyms mean.   
 
STUDENT MESSAGES 
Parents, we do not announce student messages.  It is the 
students’ responsibility to check our four TV monitors 
throughout the school for any messages that may be left for 
them.   
 

 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
NorKam’s public health nurse is Erin Fulton.  She can be 
reached at 250-851-7300.  Please call Erin if you have any 
health related questions.   
 

 

NORKAM STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
Emma Guertin and Kierra Willis – The Road to Gold 
On September 21st, 2019, Emma Guertin and Kierra Willis 
competed at the BC Championship for Canoe and Kayak.  The 
event was held on Seabird Island where they raced in the 
200m, 1,000m and 3,000m sprint kayak.  Emma swept the 
competition claiming gold in all three events – an amazing 
feat since she has only been training for two years.  Kierra 
won two golds and a silver in the 1,000m.  This regatta was 
not just any regatta, but determined who qualified for the 
North American Indigenous Games, which will take place in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia next summer.  Not only did the girls 
compete through rain, but this was their first time racing at 
this location.  Well done Emma and Kierra. 
 

 
Kierra Willis and Emma Guertin 
 
STUDENT FEES 
Invoices were sent home with students during the first week 
of October.  Students fees are paid at the main office and not 
to their individual teachers.   
 
Please make every effort to pay school fees each school year.  
Unpaid fees can accumulate and result in a substantial bill in 
their grade 12 year.  All fees must be paid before students 
can be included on the grad list.  Arrangements can be made 
to pay by installment if desired. 

Oct 14 Thanksgiving Day – school closed 
Oct 22 Parent/Teacher Interviews 2-3:00pm & 6-8:00pm 
Oct 25 Pro-D Day – no classes in session 
Nov 4 PAC Meeting – 6:00pm 
Nov 8 Remembrance Day Assembly 
Nov 11 Remembrance Day – school closed 
Nov 20 IB Information Night – 7:00pm 
Nov 20 Report cards distributed 
Dec 2 Pro-D Day – no classes in session 
Dec 9 PAC Meeting – 6:00pm 
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STUDENT ABSENCES 
Students leaving school during class or arriving late in the 
morning must sign in/out in the office.  Students are expected 

to bring a written note from their parent 
or guardian for each absence.  Parents 
will receive phone notification through 
the computerized system for unexcused 
daily absences.  Students who are going 

to be away for an extended period of time 
need to fill out a Planned Absence form.  Forms are available 
in the office.  
 
CAREER EDUCATION 
Capstone Projects 
Mr. Hickey and Mrs. Monkman’s Career Life Connections 
students are busy preparing the first ever Capstone Projects 
at NorKam.  Capstone is a new graduation requirement, 
where students complete a substantive project of their 
choice.  This year’s projects include running a business, 
restoring a car, writing a sustainable food cookbook, 
exploring traditional culture, researching design and 
development of skate parks and parkour gyms, and exploring 
sustainable land use methods of indigenous communities and 
how these can translate to the larger community. 
 
Please join us on January 14th at 2:00pm to see the hard work 
of some of our grade 11 and 12 students. 
 
 
 TRADES CENTRE NEWS 
La Bella Saints 
Did you know that NorKam operates a fully functioning hair 
salon?  It’s part of our ITA Designated Training Program and 
we are about to open for business.   
The current hairdressing students invited the moms from 
First Steps to be their first clients of the year.  The moms 
were given a consultation about cut, colour and style.  They 
came back the following week to get their dream hairstyle. 

 
Madyson Shaw and customer 
 
 

Mechanical Sampler 
Thank you to Mechanical Sampler students Liam Betker from 
SKSS and NorKam’s own Colby Arychuk for creating the 
beautiful sculpture on display in the NorKam Trades Center 
entrance. 

 
 
WISE BLOCK 
We will  have WISE Block every Wednesday.  During this block 
students who require extra instruction or who have fallen 
behind on their work are provided with the time and the 
adult support required.  Additionally, we offer students an 
opportunity to choose from a number of activities to support 
and expand upon what they are doing in the classroom.  
Students may choose such things as homework help, 
tutorials, clubs, enrichment activities, study skill workshops, 
service projects, healthy activities and other opportunities.   
 
FROM THE NORKAM LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS 
Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) – Monday, Oct 21st (A Blk) 
October is International School Library month and, to 
recognize the importance of school libraries in our society 
and to our students, NorKam Senior Secondary is 
participating in the Annual Drop Everything and Read event.  
On October 21st, National School Library Day, all students and 
staff at NorKam will drop what they are doing for 30 minutes, 
beginning at 10:00am, and read a novel, magazine, comic 
book/graphic novel, informational book or online article that 
interests them personally.  NorKam has taken part in this 
activity for the past nine years  and will continue the 
tradition. 
 
Kindle EReaders 
Our Kindles have over 100 novels ready to read, including 
popular new books that have been requested.  Most titles are 
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current and popular, both series books and individual novels.  
We also have the majority of curricular novels used by 
teachers at NorKam stored on our Kindles.   
 
Audiobooks 
NorKam has access to dozens of audiobooks that can be 
signed out by students and used on personal devices.  If you 
are interested in listening to audiobooks with your own 
headphones on your own device (cell phone, laptop, etc.), 
please speak to Mr. Hafeli. 
 
WISE Block in the library 
Students who would like to work on research projects, who 
need help with citations or who would like to catch up on 
their classwork, are welcome to come and sign up for WISE 
Block in the library.  There is a limit of 60 students in the 
library during WISE Block so please sign up early 

 
Have a spooky, safe and happy Halloween, and enjoy a great 
October – Mr. Hafeli, Mrs. Renner and Mr. Regnier 
 

 
 

 
NORKAM ATHLETICS 
Senior Boys Volleyball 
The senior boys volleyball team attended their first 
tournament last weekend.  They began the tournament as 
underdogs, falling to the Salmon Arm Golds in the third set 
17-15.  After a quick break the boys came back and won five 
games straight to become the tournament champions.  
Alexander Willis and Eric Swaine were awarded tournament 
MVPs.  Congratulations to the boys for getting their first 
tournament championship under their belt. 
 

 
Ethan Schanzenbach, Levi Costigan, Eric Swaine, Maninder 
Dhillon, Alexander Willis, Nirav Aggarwal, Austin Coyle, 
Spencer Coyle 

 
Dia De Muertos 
Spanish students at NorKam cordially invite you to join them 
in the school cafeteria to learn about the Day of the Dead, a 
Mexican tradition.  We want to take this opportunity to thank 
the latin community of Kamloops who helped with this 
project.  We hope to see you there! 
 

 
 

 
 

p 
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SPRING BREAK TRIP 
Costa Rica – A touch of the tropics (10 days) – the best way 
to learn outside the classroom! 
EF Tours and Mr. Hickey are offering an educational trip of a 
lifetime to Cost Cloud Forest for a canopy tour and aerial 
tram, Crocodile River Tour and Manuel Antonio National Park 
for whitewater rafting.  Most meals are included.  For more 
information, please contact Mr. Hickey at 
dhickey@sd73.bc.ca or visit him in room 206. 

 
 
Galapagos Islands – Spring Break 2021 
If you are in grade 10 and interested in a once-in-a-lifetime 
travel opportunity to the Galapagos Islands, see Mrs. Rouleau 
in counselling for details.  Sign up early for plenty of time to 
save and plan. 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
FoodSafe 
The FoodSafe course is available for a special high school 
student price on the Pro-D Day, Friday, October 25th from 
9:00am to 5:00pm at the North Shore Community Center.  
The FoodSafe course is a valuable addition to a student’s 
resume and is also a requirement for several post-secondary 
training programs.  The FoodSafe course is a one-day training 
program recognized across Canada as meeting the 
requirements for food safety training for food service, health 
care workers and others.  The course is designed for front line 
food service workers such as cooks, servers, bussers, 

dishwashers and deli workers and is also a requirement for 
those studying Culinary Arts, Health Care Assistant, Early 
Childhood Education and other programs at TRU.  Upon 
passing, students will receive a FoodSafe certificate valid for 
five years through Interior Health.  Pre-registration is 
required through instructor Kathy Russell at 250-819-9920 or 
Kathy-russell@telus.net.  The cost is $80 for high school 
students, $90 for anyone else. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Happy 

Thanksgiving! 
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